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diminish them, and that there ought to be as few
laws as possible, in order that the vigour of the
executive power may be maintained at a maximum.

In the third place, the existence and influence
of these views is explained by the relation between
the old Supreme Courts and the Government The
Supreme Courts at Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay,
were originally established for the purpose of acting
as a check upon the powers of the Government,
especially over English residents in India. It was
considered, and not without reason, that by estab-
lishing courts independent of the Local Government,
armed with somewhat indefinite powers, and ad-
ministering a system of law of which they were the
only authorized exponents, a considerable check
might be placed upon any despotic tendencies on
the part of the Government. The effect of this
policy was, in the first place, to produce bitter dis-
sensions between the Government and the Supreme
Courts, both at Calcutta and at Bombay; and in
the next place, to set the Supreme Courts and the
English law, of which they were the administrators,
before the eyes of every European in India as the
representatives of a power not only different from,
but opposed in spirit and principle to, the powers
of the Government Nothing struck me more in
my intercourse with Indian civilians, than the manner
in which the senior members of the service seemed to
look instinctively upon lawyers of all kinds as their
natural enemies, and upon Ia"w as a mysterious power,
the special function of which was to prevent, or at all